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Figure 1. Attendance Areas of Brookings County Churches, 1940, 
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Note: Arrows connect the town residences of ministers with tho open-country churches 
which they serte. Numbers indicate the number of nersons residing in the erea 
served by each church center. 
Approximately three-rourths (74 percent) of the Drookinr,s county farm families 
atte~ded church in towns and villages. Of the remai~inc fa~ilies, 12.6 percent attend-
ed open-country churches and 13.4 percent did not attend church. Figure 1 shows tho 
oountr:· areas from which town and open-country churches drew most of their attendance. 
Two-hundred forty-nine far:n families attended 12 open-country churches, of which 
nine uro Lutheran. A much larger proportion of owners attended church in the open-
countr:? than either farm tenant3 or laborers. Since the rate of tenanc? is rapidly in-
creasing, it is probable that in tho future fewer and fewer resident owners will be 
left to attend the open-country churches. 
It will be noted that only one of the twelve open-country churches in Brookings 
county has a resident pastor. The others are served by pastors from town or village 
churches. On the map, an urrovr connects each open-country church with the town serv-
ing it. Most of the open-country churches h&ve only one service a week, while some 
have onl)r one service ever~r two weeks. From the very nature of the case, none of the 
~pen-country churches without resident pastors have an adequate church program. Evep--
tually these open-country coneregations may be absorbed in town churches. If all of 
the farm families in the county were to attend church in their trnde center, none of 
them would have m0re thnn eight miles to go. 
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Figure 2. Denominational Preference of Brookings County Household Heads , 1940 . 
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or a total of 3, 645 hous~hold heads in Brookings county, 3,34, , or 91 .8 
percent expressed preference for some deno~ination. Thirty-seven and eight-
tenths percent of the household heads expressed preference for the Lutheran 
church; 19.9 percent named the Methodist church as the church or their choice ; 
9. 3 percent expressed preference for the Catholic church; 9 percent favored 
the Presbyterian denomination; and 4 .1 percent expressed preference for the 
Baptist church . The remaining 15.7 percent of those expressing denominational 
preference was distributed among 19 denominations . Slightly over 8 percent of 
the household heads expressed no denominational preference . 
An analysis or the denominational ureferences of town and country people 
reveals some signific~nt differences . Forty-five and seven-tenths percent or 
the farm families expressed preference for the Lutheran church whereas only 
29 .1 percent of the town families expressed such a preference . On the other 
hand, a larger proportion of Methodist preference was found in the towns than 
in the country. A much larger proportion of the town families preferred the 
Presbyter1an church than did the country families . Twelve and seven-tenths 
percent or the town families expressed preference for the Presbyterian church 
as compared with only 5.6 percent or the farm families . In the case of the 
Catholic church , 11 .4 percent of the town families had a preference for the 
Catholic faith as compared with7 .4 percent of the farm families . The Baptists, 
too, claim a larger proportion or preference in town than in the country, 5.9 
percent or the town families expressing preference for the Baptist church as 
compared with only 2. 5 percent for the country. A smaller proportion or the 
town families were without denominational preference than was true for the 
faiin !smilies. 
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Figure J. Church Membership of Brookings County Household Heads, 1940. 
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or a totai or J645 household head~ in Btookings courtty, 2142, or 58.8 percent 
rere members or some denomination, Of these 2142 household heads, 88.4 percent 
>elonged to one or the five principal denominations-Lutheran, ~thodist, Catholic, 
>resbyterian or Baptist, Forty-six• two-tenths percent or the church members 
)elonged to the Lutheran church; 15.5 percent were members or the Methodist church; 
.nd lJ,8 percent belonged to the Catholic church; 8.6 percent were membe~s of the 
>resbyterian church; 4.J percent belonged to the Baptist church; and the remaining 
.1.6 percent was distributed among 20 other denominations, 
An analysis of the church membership or town and country people reveals some 
ignificant differences. Almost 59 percent of the tbtal country church membership 
roup were affiliated with the Lutheran church as compared with 34,8 percent of 
he town membership group. The fact that a larger proportion of the membership 
han the preference group was Lutheran may be explained by the superior recruiting 
ewer of the Lutheran church. A larger proportion of the Methodists were found in 
owns than in the open-country. In the open-country 11.4 percent of the total 
hurch membership group were affiliated with the Methodist church as compared with 
9,2 percent of the town membership. The Catholics too, had a larger proportion 
r members in the towns than in the open-country. Approximately 16 percent of the 
own membership was Catholic, whereas only 11.6 percent of the country members 
ere affiliated with the Catholic church. The Cstholics,as well as the Lutherans, 
ad a larger proportion of the total membership croup than of the total preference 
roup, indicating that the Catholic church also has a superior recruiting power. 
much larger proportion of the town families belonged to the Presbyterian church 
1an was true of the country families. This is probably due to the fact that the 
resbyterian church draws most of its members from the business and professional 
La.sees. The Baptist church, too, claims a soMewhat larger proportion of member~ 
1ip in town than in the open- country. 
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Figure 4. Ratio of Membership to Preference, Five Principal 
Denominations in Brookings County, 1940. 
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It is evident that certain denominations have much better recruiting 
power than others in terms of ratio of membership to preference. When the 
five principal denominations (Lutheran, t:ethodist, Catholic, Presbyterian 
and Baptist) are considered, the Catholic church ranJ.:s highest with E!,7 
percent of its preference group enrolled as members. The Lutheran church 
ranks second with 71 pi:;rcent of the household her..ds who prefer the Luth-
eran deno:-nino.tion listed on the church roll. The Baptist church ranks 
third with 61 percent of the preference rroup enrolled as members. In 
the case of the Presbyterian church, 56.2 percent of those who prefer this 
church are also members of the church. Less than one-half ~i8 percent) 
of those who prefer the Methodist church are members of the r.~ethodist 
church. 
Several explanations may be given for the superior recruiting power of 
the Catholic and Lutheran deno~inations. In the first place these churches 
carry on a ~uch more intensive indoctrination pror,ram. Early baptism, re-
quired lBarning of the catechism, confirmation, etc., are some of the dev-
ices used br these deno~inatio~s to influence young reople to join the 
church. In the second place children ir these denominations arc usually 
taken into the church as mer.ibcrs at o.n earl:r age. Consequently, they are 
much less likely to break av,ay from the church than would be the case if 
they never had become members. In the case of the Methodist, Congregation-
al, Presbyterian and Baptist churches less effort is put forth to get 
children to join at an early age. Consequently, as they grow older per-
sons reared in these churches, while still preferrine the denomination in 
which they were reared, become less and less likely to join. 
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Figure;. Denomination of Preference of All Household Heads 
In Brookings County, By Nationality, I940. 
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This study has substa.ntiated the fact that a close relationship exists 
between nationality background and denominational choice. In the majority 
of cnses persohsaf' foreign descent cling to the dominant church or churches 
of their native land. Almost 80 percent of the Scandinaviall people in 
Brookings county expressed preference fot the Luthornn church. Approxi-
mately 35 percent of tho German people also sxpressed this denominationnl 
proference. Over 6o percent of the Hollander group express preference tor 
the Christian Reformed o.nd Dutch Reformed churches. Twonty-aix ant ai:rr 
tonthe percent of those of »ritish descent (English end !rieh) expressed 
proferonce for tho Catholic church. It 1• probable that it the Irish wero 
considered separately the proportion of those expressing preferonco for the 
Catholic church would be larger. Because a large number of English are in-
cluded in the British group, 25.9 percent of this group expressed preference 
for the Methodist church. 
After severnl generations have been born in the United States. p~sons 
of foreign descent usually do not identify themselves a.s 11 Gennnns," 11 ScM-
dinavians, 11 ate. l3y that time the foreign culture ptl.ttern ( including 
d~nocinational ireference) has been considerably modified, intermarriage has 
oucurred and persons a.ra likely to classify the1:1selves oithor as "Acericansr 
or "mixed." It is interesting to note that for tho Aoorican group, pre:fer-
ence is more evenly distributed among the loading danocinati.ons than is 
tru~ f'or u7 other nationality group. 
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Figure ~. Predominant Nationalities and Denominations by Townships, 
Brooki~gs County, 1940. 
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The above map shov1s the relation of n&tionality to denominational pre-
ference of household heads, by townships. The top line indicates the 
predominant nationality and the top figure indicates the percentage that 
nationality is of all nationalities represented in the township. The bot-
tom line indicates the predominant denomination and the bottom fi~Jre indi-
cates the percentage that denomination is of all denominations in the 
township. To be considered predominant, each nationality and denomination 
was required to have at least twenty percent more members than the next 
highest nationality and denomination. In every case in which the Scandina-
vians are the predominant nationality, the Lutheran church is the predomin-
ant denomination. In seven other townships where the Scandinavians are not 
in ascendancy, the Lutheran church is the dominant denomination. In most 
of these seven townships the Scandinavians are in the majority, but do not 
have quite large enough a percentage to be considered dominant. In two 
townships in which the Germans are the prevailing nationality, the predom-
inant denomination is Cutholic. In the other township in which the Gath-
olic denomination is dominant no nationality predominates, although the 
British (Irish) are in the majority. 
• 
D Presbyterian -~b~ Lutheran fflMethodist 
- 7 -
Bushnell 
m Others 
Catholic 
White 
l 1Wesleyan 
Methodist 
The above chart ·shows the predominant denominations for each town in Brook-
ings county. !twill be noted that for the city of Brookings church members are 
quite evenly distributed among the four leading denominations of the county--
Lutheran, Methodist, Catholic and Presbyterian. The remaining 21.2 percent of the 
church members in Brookings a~e distributed among seven denominations . In Volga, 
the second largest town in the county, almost 60 percent of the members are Luth-
eran, 17 .4 percent ~re Presbyterian, 2. 5 percent are Catholic and 21. 7 percent be-
long to other denominations . The Dutch Reformed and Christian Reformed churches 
comprise most of the latter group . 
Lutheran church members predominate in five of the eight Brookings county 
towns and villages . Sinai, with 97.6 percent of all its church members belonging 
to the Lutheran church, has the largest proportion; Bruce; with 68.4 percent of 
its church members affiliated with the Lutheran church, ranks second; Volga with 
58.4 percent of all its members on the Lutheran church books ranks third; White , 
with 45~8 percent or its church members belonging to the Lutheran church , ranks 
fourth; and Brookings, with 27.3 percent of its church members on the Lutheran 
church roll, ranks fifth. Catholic church members predominate in one town, Elk-
ton, with 56,2 percent of the total church membership, and rank second in another 
town, Aurora, with 33.3 percent of the total church membership. The Methodist 
church is predominant in one town, Aurora, with 35 .4 percent of the total member-
ship, and ranks second in Brookings, White and Bruce with 22.1 percent, 25.5 per 
cent and 19.l percent of the total membership, respectively, In the village of 
Bushnell the Wosleyan Methodists with 75 percent of the total membership , predom-
inat0 . The total membership in Bushnell, however , is only 16 persons . 
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Figure 8. Percentage of Farm Household H2ads Expressing Preference, and Having 
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The above chart shows the percentage of farm household heads claiming 
church preference and membership, by t0Wi1ships. It will be noted that a 
wide township by township variation exists in the ratio of membership to 
preference. In general, the percentage of both preference and membership 
is high in townships in which the Lutheran church is the dominant denomina-
tion. 
The following townships, Laketon, Preston, Winsor, Afton, Sherman, 
Richland, A:!.ton ar.d Trenton, with loss than half of tho household heads 
who expressed a church prcferonco actually enrolled as members, appear tore 
excessively u~chu:cchcd. The low ratio of membership to preference in these 
townships inclicetes that the church ad.heron ts in the so area,s a.re not being 
8.dequ:,.tely served. There is probably not a single township in Brookings 
county which could not be adequately reached by existing church organiza-
tions. In some cases the situation would call for a unification of church 
factlons; in others it would call for an expa;,.sion of the boundaries of the 
old-time community. With modern transport~tion facllities and good roads, 
the community is becoming a different unit from what it wns during the good 
old horse and buggy d.nys. It is probr.blc th~t a little more effort on the 
pa.rt of the town churches could bring most of the present open-cow1try con-
grega.~ions into town. 
Suggestions for Solving the Problems of Over-churched and 
Unchurched Areas in Brookings County 
Brookings county is distinctly over-churched in the sense that it has a greater 
number of churches than the population can adequately support . The National Home 
Missions Council recommends an index of one church per thousand of the population. 
On this basis, Brookings county should have approximately 16 churches . The actual 
number of churches in the county is 46--almost three times as many as there should 
be. At the same time, large numbers of Brookings county people in both town and open 
country are failing to avail themselves of church membership or participation, thus 
indicating the existence of unchurched areas . The following suggestions are ma.de for 
solving the problems of over-churched and unchurched areas in Brookings county. 
LIQ!!! Areas 
Paradoxical as it may seem,over-churching in towns is partially responsible for 
an unchurched condition there . Either over-churching within a denomination or de-
nominational overlapping has the effect of reducing adequate financial support . 
Without sufficient finances it is impossible for a church to maintain a program suf-
ficiently vital to attract the unchurched. As c. Luther Fry has expressed it , "A 
weak and ineffectual church, like the abandoned church, is a burden upon religious 
faith . It is a feeble symbol (a dying epistle one might say, known and read of all 
men) that religion as there exemplified approaches impotence . " Furthermore, the 
existence of a large number of small sects, each with a conflicting creed is apt to 
have a tendency to produce contempt for the Christian religion on the part of the 
unchurched . The first step, therefore, would be to cut down denominational over-
lapping by one of the following methods of comity. 
a. Denominational Exchange - This is an arrangement whereby two denomin-
ations agree to an exclm.nge of churches in two different localities . 
Members of a weak church in a given locality agree to merge with a 
strong church in another denomination. In another locality the oppo-
site process may be carried on within the same two denominations . 
b. Undenominationa.l - In this type of union the uniting churches sever 
all connections with denominations, 
c . Federated - This is an arrangement whereby t~o or norc denominations 
maintain a joint local worship but each of the united bodies contin-
ues to keep affiliatj_on vlith its own denomination. 
d . Affiliated - When this type of union takes place , a loose connection 
is maintained for certain purposes with some one denomination . 
II. Country Areas 
As very few farm families in Brookings county live more than eight miles from a 
1 town church, the solution to the problem of reoching the open-country unchurched 
will probably not be found in building additional open-country churches . Of the 86 . 6 
percent of farm families in the county who attend church, only 12.6 attend church in 
the open-country areas. This being the case, it is probable that the town church 
with its generally superior church program is in a better position to interest the 
unchurched than is the open-country church. In order to interest these unchurched 
farm people, however, it will probably be necessary for the town churches to make a 
special ~nd well planned effort to do so . Visiting gospel teams , church sponsorsi 
vacation Bible Schools in rural school buildings, country evangelistic services, and 
special "Rural Life Sunday" services are some of the devices which might be used to 
bring the unchurched farm families into the church. 
